[Carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA) in ascites].
The diagnostic value of carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA) was studied prospectively in 18 patients with ascites of malignant and 28 patients with ascites of benign genesis. Both sensitivity and specificity reached 83%. With a prevalence of malignant disease of 38%, the positive and negative predictive values were 75% and 89%, respectively. In contrast to frequent false-positive CEA values in the serum of liver cirrhotics (48.3%), false-positive CEA values in the ascites of the same patients were observed in only 17.3%. It is thus recommended that if CEA determination is to be employed, it should be done in the ascites itself.